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We present before you, an immensely talented banker who learned and amazed us all through
the mandala art ('Mandala’ in Sanskrit means "magic circles") - traditionally a geometric design
representing the cosmos or deities in various heavenly worlds, the art of finding peace with the
symmetry of the design and of the Universe.

Vandana Makkath

South Indian Bank

St. Joseph's College Branch
Kozhikode

She belongs to Edakkad, Kozhikode, and is the younger of the two kids of Shri. P. K. Nair (a social
activist, an entrepreneur, and also an expert in pencil drawing) and Smt. Vasanthi Makkath
(retired Accounts Officer from the Kerala Police Department). Her parents are her pillars of
strength and support in all her endeavors. Her uncle, Sri. Satyan Makkath ( renowned
caricaturist and artist), has also encouraged her in pursuing her self-study of mandala art.

Vandana's words reveal before us a little girl who was cross with her father, for recognizing her
talents and taking her to Kozhikode Pookkad Kalalaya for drawing lessons on Sundays while her
friends played. Also, she has a pile of notebooks filled with a wide variety of pictures. She
reminisces how much time and effort she spent during those days perfecting each of her
pictures. As she constantly competed with herself, she wasn't interested in participating in any
competitions.

Vandana went to the Kozhikode West Hill St. Michael's GHS till 10th and to Kozhikode Rahmania
HSS to complete her 12th grade. Then she went on to graduate in Mathematics from Kozhikode
Providence Women's College and secured a diploma in interior designing from Kochi Habitat
Academy. Though she joined an MBA course, she could not complete it.

She was amused by arts of all kinds. She got selected as the captain of the school basketball
team and their team got selected for the district junior team as well. She was also an able cadet
in NCC. She was the college champion in archery and won the third prize in the Inter-University
archery championship.

She started her career at the ICICI Bank at the Kozhikode YMCA Branch, then went to Muthoot
Fincorp, and then to a networking firm after which she joined banking recruitment training at
Kollam. In 2011, she joined the South Indian Bank at Coimbatore Kovil Palayam Branch. Later,
she worked in the Ernakulam Bannerji Road, Kozhikode Mavoor Road, and is now posted in
Kozhikode St. Joseph's College Branch.

While learning Interior Designing, her artistic skills evolved into the age-old mandala art form
even without her knowledge. She spent her nights perfecting the mandalas of her designs! And
then shared the fruits of her night long efforts on Instagram. That was where she gained the
attention and appreciation of many art critics. During the Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown,
social media including Facebook and Instagram came to her rescue. It is through this media that



she realized she was mastering the art of mandala. On our Talented Bankers page too, these
pictures gained attention and popularity. This in turn made her determined to learn more about
the intricacies of the art form.

The power of mandala art to calm one is commendable. This is all the more important in today's
busy and stressed lifestyle. Sand powder, wood carvings, brushes, pens, and acrylic colors plus
Vandana's deep concentration, focus, and patience bring forth the magic circles before us.

Though this art is recognized in various parts of our country, it is yet to be known to many in
Kerala. Recently, through a friend working in the Kerala Tourism Department, Vandana got an
opportunity to exhibit her works at an event conducted by the tourism department, and to
present one of her works to the Kerala Tourism Minister Shri. Muhammed Riyas.

Through this event, her works and the particulars of mandala art were streamed on the online
news platform in Doordarshan. Further, many channels like Amrutha, Janam, and Kerala Vision
came up to introduce the art form through detailed reports.

Vandana proudly shows us that she was recognized by her bank by adding her mandala art to
the Bank's 2022 calendar.

Vandana is now a registered unit member (arts category) of Kerala Tourism's 'Responsible
Tourism Mission'. Through this, her works have become popular on the Kerala Tourism Website.

Vandana's family includes Shri. Arun Nambiar who works in the Stock Broking stream and 4th
grader Ishana. Ishana is a budding artist too. She is Vandana's best critic. Vandana reiterates
that her spouse and daughter are her best supporters. Her elder brother is working in the health
department. He and his family too extend their support and encouragement that moves her
forward.

Her Instagram link is given below:

https://instagram.com/vandana.makkath?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=

We at Talented Bankers express our best wishes to this talented banker who draws these magic
circles that spread peace and happiness around. A little magic can take you a long way..



